KitKat is with Michelle in Sylvania
Kit Kat was rescued from Death Row at the pound, along with his mother Ruby. As we did not have a foster carer for them, they went straight to a vet clinic for boarding for 3 weeks. Kit Kat was only about 4 months old at the time and still drinking from his mother. Kit Kat seemed to be a healthy mature kitten at the time of rescue, and so we were shocked to get a call from the vet clinic at the end of 3 wks suggesting that he should be euthanased due to a significant constipation condition. Alarmed at his reported condition, we collected Kit Kat immediately and booked him in for a specialist review at the Animal Referral Hospital. We were shocked that our previously healthy little boy had suddenly developed faecal and urinary incontinence whilst he was in boarding. There is no way that we would ever consider euthanasia as a first option for a non life threatening condition. We were determined to do everything in our power to help our precious little boy.
Kit Kat had a one week stay at the Animal Referral Hospital under the expert care of Dr Narelle Brown, Internal Medicine Specialist. He needed enemas every day to help him eliminate, and he had to have his bladder expressed daily. His prognosis was grim despite the excellent care he received at ARH. After leaving ARH, Kit Kat was reviewed by a neurologist, but this did not offer much hope either. It was thought that his chances of improvement were limited. Despite a poor prognosis, we remained hopeful that he might improve over the longer term, and hence we have continued with his treatment rather than considering euthanasia as an option.

After leaving the Animal Referral Hospital, Kit Kat had a 3 week stay at Kirrawee vet clinic under the expert care of Dr Bill Ilkin. Here he made some improvement but progress was slow, but we believe this is not unexpected for the type of condition he has. He has had a couple of periodic stays here in boarding when his foster carer was unavailable, which has provided a good opportunity for the clinic to assess his progress. At his recent review Bill, our vet, advised that Kit Kat had made surprisingly good progress. It is now more than 2 months since he has needed an enema.

We are pleased with Kit Kat’s progress and glad that we have persevered with his rehabilitation. Kit Kat’s incontinence has improved and he does use his litter tray, although he is still on expensive medication to improve his bowel movements, and he does still need us to help him empty his bladder this just means that we need to toilet him similarly to how we would a young kitten which doesn’t have its mother. We wipe his little bot bot with some damp toilet paper, after he has finished his meal, and he wees reliably. We do this in his litter tray to reinforce his toileting habits. He does need his tail end bathed regularly to ensure he remains clean, but this is not too difficult as he is a co-operative little boy who seems to appreciate that we are doing this to help him. We hope that he will continue to improve over the coming months.

Kit Kat has now started going out to the cat enclosure with some of the other foster cats. He had the biggest look of surprise on his little face when we first started him going out into the enclosure. He gets on well with the other foster cats, though we only leave him with them for a few hours at a time. He still has his own room, with a nice warm heater at night, and all his favourite toys. 

September '09 update
Kit Kat uses his litter tray, but still has some continence issues; however he is much easier to manage than 3 months ago. We still put him in his tray, and help him manage his toileting. He has only required one microlax enema in the last 4 months.

He is the most gorgeous, smoochy little boy. He loves nothing more than to be cuddled and give big kisses. He is worth the time and effort. Everyone loves Kit Kat.

Finding the right home for Kit Kat
Kit Kat is the most precious little boy. Those big golden brown eyes gaze up at you, as in a permanent look of wonder. He has a gorgeous squeaky little voice which just begs you to bundle him up in your arms and give him a big cuddle. He loves to smooch and wrap his little arms around your neck. He has always been alert, playful and happy, and otherwise healthy. He will be a wonderful and loving companion for the right home.  It is quite likely that he may have some ongoing special needs, but we think that these would be manageable for the right person. We hope that Kit Kat will be ready for re-homing over the next 3 months. At this stage we think he would need a dedicated and committed new owner who is willing to give him his medication 3 times a day (very easy, as he is the best patient ever and actually seems to like the taste of his medicine!). He will need someone willing and able to mainly maintain him in a tiled area which is easy to clean. We hope the need for this may lessen in the longer term, but maintaining him in an area which is easy to clean is important at least in the foreseeable future. Access to a cat enclosure would be a benefit as it would minimise the amount of cleaning and importantly improve Kit Kat’s quality of life. If you think you could offer Kit Kat a loving home, we would offer you in the first instance a Foster Care arrangement to enable you to take him on a trial basis. We would offer all the necessary support to ensure a successful outcome.

If you think you might be that special person who could potentially offer Kit Kat his own furever home, Please contact me on 9576 1457. 

Regards,

Michelle
